
Virtual Colorado 
Renewable Energy Event
Hosted by IREM Chapter 53, IFMA Pikes Peak Chapter, BOMA of Southern 
Colorado, and Apartment Association of Southern Colorado. 
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Professional Organizations Hosting Event 

IREM Chapter 53

Irem53.org

Apartment 
Association of 

Southern Colorado

aaschq.org

BOMA of Southern 
Colorado

Bomasoutherncolorado.org

IFMA Pikes Peak 
Chapter

ifma-pikespeak.org
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Professional Organization Partners

Downtown 
Partnership of 

Colorado Springs

downtowncs.org

Rising 
Professionals of 

Colorado Springs

csrisingprofessionals.org

Colorado Renewable 
Energy Society 

Southeastern Chapter

cres-energy.org

Colorado Springs 
Hispanic Business 

Council

cosconcilio.com
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U.S. Green Building 
Council

Southern Colorado 
Chapter

usgbc.org
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AASC Golf Tournament

Friday, July 30, 2021

6:45 AM – 4:00 PM 

Cheyenne Shadows Golf Course

1050 Titus Blvd.                         
Fort Carson, CO 80913

Register Today

www.aaschq.org
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BOMA/IREM/IFMA            
Golf Tournament

Friday, August 20, 2021

7:00 AM –8:00 AM 

Shotgun start at 8:00 AM

Antler Creek Golf Course

9650 Antlers Creek Drive 
Payton, CO 80831 

Registration Available 
this Friday

https://irem53.org
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Gwen Hughes
Event Organizer

I work at Calson Properties as a Commercial Property 
Manger for Colorado and California. I am also a Regional 
Operations Coordinator at Calson Properties for 
multifamily properties in the Silicon Valley area. I also 
work for Tenant Real Estate Advisors as a Commercial 
Tenant Representative. 

My background is in commercial property management 
and commercial and residential construction.

I am also an IREM CPM candidate and a member of Rising 
Professionals, USGBC, and the Colorado Renewable 
Energy Society. 
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Agenda
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EV Car Charging Stations Overview

Introduction of Speaker before each presentation

Q&A after presentation

EV Car Charging Stations State 
Grants and Tax Credits

Solar Panel for Residential 
Properties Overview

Solar Panel for  Commercial 
Properties Overview

Colorado Springs Utilities Solar 
Energy Program 
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Logistics
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Q&A 

We invite folks to use the chat for introductions, and questions for our 
speakers. After all, speakers have presented, we will open Q&A. 

Please enter all questions into the chat.

Resource Page

After the event, we will email all attendees a summary of the event, contact 
information for all our speakers today, local resources available, and a link to 

review the presentations from today's event online. 

Certificate of Attendance

If you need a certificate of attendance for today’s event, please email 
gwen@calsonprop.com.
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RJ Harrington – Founder & CEO of Sustainable Action Consulting PBC and Senior Vice 
President of Business Development of National Car Charging 
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When RJ moved to the Western Slope of Colorado, he was introduced to 
solar as an electrical generation technology for off-grid applications. It was 
then that he understood the true power of the sun and how it energized every 
aspect of his life.

RJ held a Series 7 license in the financial services industry, he gained 
knowledge of and practiced risk management strategies. It is this experience 
combined with his work in the trenches of the solar industry that enables 
him to collaborate with colleagues, staff, and volunteers to build collective 
impact around the need to eliminate CO2e from our energy portfolio in the 
heat, electricity, transportation, and built environment sectors of our 
economy.

He has dedicated his life to helping the transition of renewable energy and is 
considered an expert in Colorado in this field. 
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Sonja Meinstma – Project Manager with Denver Metro Clean Cities Coalition
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Sonja Meintsma is a Project Manager with Denver Metro Clean Cities Coalition and the 
ReCharge Coach for the South-Central region of Colorado. Based in Colorado Springs, Sonja 
acts as a coach delivering education and resources to advance EV and EV chargers. She holds a 
Master of Public Affairs with a focus in sustainability and policy analysis from Indiana 
University’s O’Neill School of Public and Environmental Affairs (SPEA), as well as a 
bachelor’s degree in Anthropology & African Studies from Macalester College in St. Paul, 
Minnesota—her home state. 

She has developed her knowledge and expertise on clean transportation and clean fuels through 
her work across the industry, having partnered with leading manufacturers, non-profits, local 
governments, and car dealerships to advance transportation electrification. 
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Bryce Carter – Program Director with Solar United Neighbors of Colorado
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Bryce Carter is with Solar United Neighbors of Colorado’s Program Director. Their goal is to 
jump-start the next wave of rooftop solar adoption and facilitate local economic development. 
Solar United Neighbors is a non-profit that works across the country to help people go solar, 
join together, and fight for their energy rights. Solar United envisions an energy system that 
benefits everyone by putting rooftop solar energy at its cornerstone.

They work closely to collaborate with government, business, non-profit, and academic sectors 
to accomplish these goals. He has spent much of the past decade bringing communities together 
to pursue a just, renewable energy economy. Bryce looks forward to working with people across 
the state as we work to ensure all Coloradans can benefit from solar energy.
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John Shaw – Co-Owner / Senior Commercial Project Development with Namaste Solar
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Having started and run a few small businesses, John Shaw opted to apply his 
entrepreneurship to solar in 2006 and became certified in solar design and installation by 
Solar Energy International. Soon after, John entered the solar industry as a sub-contract 
installer to “learn solar from the roof down.” 

In January of 2011, he became 1 of only 97 people to pass the inaugural NABCEP PV 
Technical Sales exam for certification. By 2010 John was the lead Commercial Project 
Developer for Bella Energy. John later spent 3-yrs. Representing an American commercial 
inverter manufacturer, opening the 3 top distribution accounts, and worked directly with 
Utility-Scale developers specifying inverters into projects across the Western United States. 
John joined Namasté Solar as a Commercial Solar Project Developer in 2017 and focused 
on developing Commercial & Industrial projects in Colorado. In May of 2019, John was 
invited by Denver Mayor Hancock to serve a 2-yr. term on the Denver Green Building 
Ordinance Technical Advisory Committee. 

His passion for renewable energy is evident in his personal life as he owns both PV and 
solar thermal water heating systems on his home and an electric vehicle. John regularly 
volunteers at Community Food Share (a solar customer) and has done work with Trees 
Water People on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.
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Elizabeth Ritchey – Engineer with Colorado Springs Utilities 
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Elizabeth Ritchey is an Engineer III with Colorado Springs Utilities, demand side 
management and distributive energy resources. She has a bachelor’s degree in Mechanical 
Engineer from the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs. She manages the solar 
energy and renewables program and 6 rebate programs including gas furnace, electric dryer, 
refrigerator and freezer recycling, smart thermostat, gas water heater, and air 
sealing/insulation. The engineering experience she has includes manufacturing engineering 
(wind turbines and heating, ventilation, and air conditioning, HVAC), quality assurance, 
vendor communications, and regulation. 

Some of her previous experience includes Home Energy Rating System audits, 
environmental audits, benchmarking, procurement, vendor selection, Colorado Department 
of Transportation, CDOT, relations, Environmental Protection Agency, EPA, standards, and 
local standard implementation. 
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Q&A
If you have additional questions outside of Q&A, 
please email our speakers directly, and they will 

be happy to answer your questions. 
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Thank you for your donations!
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All donations will go to Colorado State Forest Service. For every 
2.00 dollars donated, one tree will be planted. 

If you would like to donate additional funding to support our 
efforts of maintaining our beautiful State,  donations will be 
open on the irem53.org website until the end of business 
today. 

We will email all attendees to let them know how many trees 
we contributed to growing in Colorado today. 

https://csfs.colostate.edu/2019/07/22/donations-
seedling-trees-for-post-fire-restoration/

Colorado State 
Forest Service
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit
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Please help me thank 
our incredible speakers  
who have dedicated 
themselves to their 
community and 
renewable energy! 

A big thanks to all the great 
organizations who hosted and 
joined our event today!
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit
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Thank you, everyone, for 
joining our event! 

Please reach out with 
any questions. We are 
always here to support 
you as our community 
members in adapting to 
the growing demand for 
renewable energy. 

Event Information: irem53.org


